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PROPOSED INFORMATION PLAN FOR PROJECT DISCOVERY ae 

A. OBJECTIVE. OF PROJECT DISCOVERY ns. 

Beginaing an late 1958 and extending into 1959, a series of FJ * | 


| — will be launched from the new Pacific Missile Range at —— | 
\ — Fre California. These satellites will be powered by the Ther 
taiselle with @ wes high cuersy voper atage KNOVN ap the Bell s-wetler, 
Me atch, lw pros rat is, in ceftash reapect«, — vablele progra': 
tothe Shoie.tle Cyr. vira Use. 
Yhe prejec: > ie divided inte two dietinct phases: 

3. Tae dirat wo Nights will orbit 300 pound telemetry payloads 

into 320 mile orbits wits orbital tives of perhaze 10 days. These first 


‘two flights will provida tests of Lardware and payload components and 





also of the instrumentation and facilities of the Pacific Missile Range and 
* comples of sruvad environment stst:ens locetec in Alasks, Hawellend = -!5 


) possthly the sntarctic. | | | * 













2. sepending s2an success obtained by the first 5-7 Nights, 

| additional ai of the Of COV EF series will take sla during i 
2959 t> place up to 560 poun? recoverable satellite packages inte 300 mile 2 
orbits havin, 24-¢3 hour orbital lives with slsanad recovery by alrereſi 
oF naval veeseie upan signal »y ene or anuthar of the available ground | | | a 
ttatinas. Thees Gipzhte wlll comprise a series of biomedical experiments 


ets t-.0 comiast. G71 1 ice; Later Uights alav conta:cing Primates, 
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Ne follew-ca — will be finalised prier to the euccessful completioe 
of at lonet five flights. Dates derived freca the program will be applied te 
 Feentry and recoverable eatellite space programe of the DOD and NASA. 
B. PUALIC ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

1. The objective of this information pla is to insare that the 
various lauachinges in Project DISCOVERY receive news — related 
to their actual missions, Public releases on the project will be strictly | 
| ceatrolied to tasure euch treatment. in particular, hee Nights must — . 
‘be disassociated with eay U.5, receanalssaace program fer which they 
have ao capability, 
2. Im recognition of the Lact that the firet two DISCOVERY launchinge 7 < 

have missions distinctly separate froa ——* the remaining launchings in = | 

the series, this public information plan, aside com an initial general | 
— peleaee (Tab A), applies te the first tue baunchings ealy. Following 
succeselul completien of the firet two launches or of the component and 
range test pregram, & comprehensive public infermaation plana to apply io 
the fellew-os reeatry and recoverable eatellite launches for biomedical 
experiments will be eth by DOD/AXRPA. Until release ef this secead 
plan, no follow-on announcements — the biomedical DISCOVERY 
project will be iosucd. lesaance of the over-all pian is not being 
accomplished at this time because of the requirement that wach a plan 
will await resulte of the first two leunchings. Until release by DOD/ARPA, 
the feliow-on program, other than the ARPA release at Tab A, will be 
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3. Ae regnrde the Siret phase of project DISCOVERY, no releases > a 
er public briefiage beyond the release and questions in Tab A will be 
made until after the first satellite launching has taken place. 

4. The actual lauach of the first DISCOVERY satellite vehicle 


should be treated in accordance with — established herein. | 


a. Should the vehicle fail within site of the eae ores or 


prior to achleverneat of conditions which might load PUR to believe the 


peylesd was in orbit, the statement provided in Tab 5 should be made by 
the Commander, PUR. No other releases should be made. 
be fail te place the satellite tn orbit, bet 

should conditions exist which reqeire determination of this fact in interre- 2 
gation of tracking otations during a time poried required for ene or more 
revelstions of the paylend, the statement attached in Tab B will be made 
by the Commander, PMR. At the time of this release, fact shects may 
aise be made avalistlo to the the gooand environment 
of the PLR and ite associated tuacking network, = 

ns €. Should the vehicle be onceesetal in placing the payload ta | 
orbit, a press conference will be held at the FMR 28 seen as orbit is 
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determined. Participating tn this prove conference will be the Director, 
ARPA, Cocamanéer, ABDC; Coummander, BMD, ec their representatives, 
The press conference will be initiated by the Director, ARPA. whe will make ax 


enmouncement within the limits of Tad C, Pubic statements by these eticiale 
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‘at PMR and the Department of Defense, Washington, incleding data on the © a 
objectives af the launching, the beester and payleed utilised, the | — 
ergusinations involved, and the PMR and Its associated tracking stations. | 
No indication will be given of future ochedales nex will the fects relating 
te the second phase be elaborated upon. Analysis of telemetry and other 
data ebtained frem instrumentation of the vehicle may be released as 
appropriste, interested agencies will develop and submit al! propesed 
‘Felenses and fact eheets to DOD/ARPA where they will be approved prior to saacs 
S. Public release of information on the launching of the second * 
DISCOVERY vehicle in December eof 1958 o Jamary 1959 should be in | | Oe 
accordance with the procedures established herein fer the launch af the | * 
first vehicle. However, in view of the fact that s mew siteation will pertain ed 
inselar as public information staternents are concerned, Tabs Dand Ewill 
be eubetituted fer Tade Band C., respectively. | : 
The presse coalerence at PIR to be taitioted by the statement in =: 
| Tab & will conform to the tone of this statement. The same guidance will — 
pertain for fact eheets te be isoucd at PMR and DOD, V.ashington, in the 
event of « succeceful lemnch. 
Ne information will be given of future echedulee or shout the second — 
phase of the DISCOVERY project, | | : - 
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— ai saterested nd Spacing clements of Douglas, PUR, otc., enddetalls == 
ate ) “‘tioroaghly coordinated by & designated ARPA representative, Personal * 


= data, Sein tees eid, will be developed ta owpport af this * 
plan by Commander, BMD ye | 
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TABS 


Under the direction of the Advanced Research Projects — | 
the Air Force launched the iret oS the "DISCOVERY" vehicles los ‘feu! 
purposes at | — today from the PMR at ar Vandenber-:, 
California. The vehicle is ite fret met lausch, (exploded on the laun:.b >-.- 
failed after __ geconds of powered Night and destroye« itself, 
exploded after secende of powered flight, veered off course 
after eeconds of powered Might and wes destroyed, failed to | 
orbit the satellite althoug> the launch appeared perfect). 

The launching was intended net only as an initial teat of the — 
VISCCVEIIY vehicle but alse to test the tracking, telemetry, and range 
wafety {acMlities of the PUR, (The Might of the vehicle was successfully 
telam etered and tracked by the facBities of the range until missile 
failure, uatl] communications with the gatellite were lost _—s minutes 
efter lannch), Date ie beleg analysed to determine cause of (rallancilon, 


failure to orbit the satellite), 
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Under —* che Advanced — Projects Agency, at F 

— the Als Force launched F 
cart satellice using the new DISCOVERY beeeter system : 
to place the payload in a unique polar orbit, 

The satellite, having © period of __ralmates, wae placed tate 0 
neasty circelay 300 salle orbit and te enpected to have a life of about 
2-5 weeks, The payload containe power cugply ond communications and | 
telemetry equipment ently. Ne scientific experiments are included because 
of the extent of taternal telemetry components meoded for test purposes. 

The chjective of this latest U.S. satellite le two-feld, and complete 
weccees has alventy been achieved on beth counts. First, the DISCOVERY — 
lounchiag vehicle fenctioned pertectty in this first toot fight. ‘Secend, the hs 
satellite wns lounched to test the tracking, telemetry, and range eafety — 
facilities of the PMR gad its associated trecking network. This network 


ne otetions in Alaska, Mewall. AD functioned, and ave Sanctioning as bs 


The Le he workd's Kirst satellite with « pats orbit and ite neasty : 
circular orbit to testimeny te the advancement tn U.8. missile guidance and | 
coatrel techniques. — — — 
Vandenberg aad the Pn. 

The DISCOVERY besster gives the United States an improved vehicle ; 
for fubare epace programs. — une developed by the 
DMD af he Als Fores wader ARPA opencorshin, 
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Alr Morce launcised & second DIECCVS may test voriei. at Oda — 
teday ivc:: the Pacific Mieslie lange at Camp — Walifornis, 
<n it? recon test launch, the vehicle {eamloded en the launch ped, falied 
«after _.fetoude of powered Hight and destroyed izgolf, exploded 
ater __ seconds of powered Digst, voured off coureo alte: — 
BO" =a 3 a! rervere Migbt end cas eestroye:!, failed to erult she patel) it- 
| Althouse. the lsunch Sppesred perfect), Ag with the Sarat Javaching day's 
oven! it was iniades net enly as an additional test of the DIS COov Ry 
vehicle but also as à further teat af tracking, telameliry and rance oe 
eafety Bclitiee of the PAIR, (The Aight of the vehicle wae euccosafully * 
telernetered and tracked by the facilities of the range until misells fallusc, °° 






watll co:nnunications with the satellite wero loot mainutes aftor 


Tausch), “mata ie being analyned t determine cause of (the izalf-: “1¢Ulon 


fellure to crbla Cre satellite), | 
“The instlal launch of the DISCOVEXY vehicle took plceon Kur, 
aun: G2. Fesvlsed in tallure ae tha tooste: Liew up oa the taurch pe 
iailure eo the oster dlew after 2 ecende of zowered Aight, partial 
PLCC ABD 26 Che boeste= cus destroyed alter secends of powered 
Ose:2, conplete evccess as the boceter places a 590 anand teat —— 


int> e noestly clreuler polar orbit), 





© os 


. © 


a 
ean . 
“E otf -0s 


| | STAR = 
oh Eee 
Under the direction of & 


* * * . “we . 
$ f — gy * 
sh. | -° * — 
J 442 Bd 
5} . ’ 


the Advanced Research Projects Agency, 
st___—shaura today et the new Pacific Missile Range, the Air Force 
launched e 500 sound earth satellite using the new DISCOV ERY vehicle 
ta place an instewoented paylead ins — polar orbit. (Thie — 
comee alter the initial attempt te launch a similar catellite on __—Now, 
1958. Thio marks the secend euccesstul launch of a 500 pound carth satellite ur :r 
Se DISCO VERY booster system within a period of two mosths). The satelite, 
heaving » period of ss minutes wae placed into a nearly circular 304 mus | 
orbit aod is expected to haves life of abeut two years, Th: paylond conteins 
© power sazily and commenications and telemetry equipment (ei:allar to those 
contained In the firet DISCOVERY ssteliites). As with the first UISCOVENY 
inunching, the objective of tis latest satellite was two-fold end (again) 
complete success has already bees achieved en both counts. First, the 
DISCOV LY launching vehicle functioned perfectly in tha vehicic's second 
successive test Might, and we are catiefied that it hae demonstrated its 
application for future U. S. spece prograzas. Second, the ectellite was 
weache = * an add‘tienal test of the tracking telainetry and range raflcts 
faculties af the ans ite seseciated tracking netwerk. This network, 
ith otatione in Alacka, Hawell and the Anterctic, (again) functioned an ie 
fuzctioning aa plansed, This is the werld's second satellite with a polar ortlt. 
“ne fact that wa nave again attained a mearly circular orbit is a groat 
compliment to the work that has bees dose on the part of the U.&. missile 


crpanizations in the development of guidance end control tochaleqves, 





